[Contributions to the sociologic analysis of the impact of sickle cell disease on families from Northern Tunisia].
The improvement of the conditions of care and quality of life of people living with drepanocytosis now constitutes a major concern of health authorities and voluntary groups (associations of sick people and their parents). In order to examine the conditions and methods of care for children living with drepanocytosis in the Bizerte region of Northern Tunisia and to understand the problems and difficulties experienced by them and their families in their daily lives, an anthropological study was carried out in the region between January 16 and February 12, 1997. Thirty-three interviews were carried out with families of infected children. The interviews were semi-directive using a pre-established protocol (interview guide). Thirty interviews were then analysed. A multitude of information concerning various medical and psycho-social aspects of drepanocytosis in the region were revealed. The data were regrouped into the following categories: circumstances of discovering the illness; explicative model of the illness as perceived by the people interviewed; conditions and methods of care of the sick child; degree of satisfaction with the health care system; psychological profile of the children interviewed; educational level of the children interviewed; repercussions the illness has on the family; impact of the illness on household budget; suggestions and comments of the people interviewed. In light of the information collected, various actions have been proposed with the goal of improving the conditions of care and quality of life of people living with drepanocytosis in the region.